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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 13778 

E. O. 1 1652:GDS 

TAGS: OCLR, MARR, NATO, UK, GW, TR 
SUBJECT: FY 78 TACTICAL AIR DEPLOYMENTS 

REF: A) STATE 147114; B) STATE 195569 

1 . WE NOTIFIED PALMER, DEFENSE DEPARTMENT, FCO, OF 
CONTENTS REFTEL A ON 24 JUNE. PALMER HAS RESPONDED 
BY ASKING US TO DETERMINE HOW FIRM IS USAF'S 
REQUIREMENT TO DEPLOY TO BOSCOMBE DOWN. FCO NOTES THAT 
BOSCOMBE DOWN IS IN "A DIFFERENT CATEGORY" TO THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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NORMAL RAF AIRFIELD AND HMG WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF THERE 
IS AN ALTERNATIVE AIRFIELD USAF WOULD BE PREPARED TO 
USE IF BOSCOMBE DOWN IS NOT AVAILABLE. 

2. AS HERETOFORE HMG AGREES IN PRINCIPLE TO OUR 
PROPOSALS FOR FY78 TACTICAL AIR DEPLOYMENTS AND WILL 
GIVE FINAL AGREEMENT IN WAKE OF OUR RESPONSE CONCERNING 
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BOSCOMBE DOWN. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: GUIDANCE CONCERNING FCO QUERY 
ON USE OF BOSCOMBE DOWN. 

STREATOR 
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